
Comparison of ecosystem services provided by Phragmites australis vs 
native plant species via meta-analysis. 
Logan Wallace Shepard, Frances Romero, and Thomas Mozdzer 

Biology Department, Bryn Mawr College

Abstract

This project explored the ecosystem services of the invasive common reed, Phragmites 
australis, in comparison with native plant communities in tidal wetlands. This involved a 
thorough literature review using specific search criteria, screening papers using tracktable 
methodology, and extracting data from papers or corresponding authors. Currently we have 
begun extracting data from the 269 papers that passed final screening. Our next step this fall 
will be analyzing the data in R. 

Introduction
Phragmites australis, is commonly considered an invasive species in North America, but there 
are at least two lineages of the reed, an invasive lineage common to Europe and Asia 
(Phragmites australis subp. australis) and a non-invasive native lineage in North America 
(Phragmites australis subp. americanus

https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/invasive_phragmites_australis_what_is_it_and_why_is_it_a_problem
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